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Encouraging
Secondary School
Children to
Read at Home

by Sheila Alles
Our nation has recently become
concerned about the literacy issue. Every
form of media has addressed this topic,.
Therefore, it is not surprising that parents are
more concerned about the I iteracy of their
children and what can be done at home to
promote a literate environment.

card and uses it frequently. At the local
library, read a variety of magazines. Read
about your vacation or the destination of
your travel plans before it begins. Answer
your adolescent's questions using printed
materials for answers and opinions. Give
books as presents and encourage each family
member to have a personal book collection.
Read aloud in your home and share
interesting excerpts from your personal
reading. Talk with your children about books
you read as an adolescent. When shopping,
allow some time for browsing in bookstores.

Frequently teachers are asked by parents,
"What can I do at home to help my
adolescent become a better reader?" First,
parents must realize the important role they
play in encouraging their child to read for
pleasure at home and should keep several
key points in mind. Parents can help make
reading fun by encouraging books in which
language is fun. These books are a good
bridge to higher levels of reading development. However, parents must be careful not
to push children beyond what they are willing
to tackle or where their interests lie. P{)rents
should encourage a wide range of reading
interests in children. A wonderful way in
which parents can learn to better understand
their adolescents is to read books written for
young adults.

Comics to Classics: A Parent's Guide
to Books for Teens and Preteens, by
Arthea Reed, offers numerous ideas that
parents can use to encourage young people,
ages 10-20, to read for pleasure. This book is
available through the International Reading
Association. It presents the stages of
adolescent development, techniques that
parents can use to draw teens and preteens
into reading, and ideas on locating
appropriate books.
Finally, it is most important that parents
always remember that the example they set
with their children sends them a powerful
message about the value they place on
reading. The more parents demonstrate the
value of reading in their life, the more they
can help their children appreciate the
importance of reading in everything they do.

Secondly, parents need ideas which they
can use at home. These suggestions will help
parents focus their attention on improving
their home reading environment. Stock your
home with newspapers and magazines.Try to
watch television programs that are based on
books, then read the book on which the
program or movie is based. Also watch
documentaries and educational programs.
Be sure each family member has a library
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Collect the "book pass" record sheets to
file for student use in the next outside reading
project. Have the students use the last few
minutes of the class period to select and sign
out the books they will read for the current
assignment. The temporary chaos as students
scramble for their favorite titles is well worth
the pandemonium to see them finally excited
about reading! The "book pass" ends on this

BOOK PASS

enthusiastic note, with both you and the
students highly motivated to start reading in
the new books!

Elizabeth Garvey is an instructor for
Lansing Community College, Lansing,
Michigan.
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